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1 January 2019 

San Jacinto Battleground Battleship TEXAS SHS 

31 January 2019  

“Battleship TEXAS Re-Opens Third Deck” 
photos by  (park host) Bud Simpson 

  

Operation Full Steam Ahead, the final phase of repairs, cleaning and safety upgrades to Battleship TEXAS’s third 

deck, concluded Saturday, January 5. To commemorate the grand re-opening, the Battleship Texas State Historic 

Site hosted a ribbon cutting by ship manager Andy Smith with special guests Mr. Darwin Harris and his son Ron 

Alan Harris along with Shanda Perkins from the San Jacinto Advisory Committee and her husband Lance Perkins. 

Mr. Harris served aboard the TEXAS from 1943-1946 as a Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class Petty Officer.  

 

In honor of the ship’s 104th “berth” year, the first 104 people were granted free admission. The program began at 

8:45 am with visitors lining up as early as 7:30 a.m. to get their hand stamped receive their free ticket, along with 

a piece of salvaged steel from the ship. 

For the first time in more than two years, visitors were able to tour the ship’s engine room, machine shop, brig, 

ammunition passageway and radio room, all of which have been closed for major structural repairs.   

The first round of critical structural repairs to the Battleship Texas began in 2013 when the support structure under 

the ship’s Engine Room and areas of the stern were addressed. The project was completed in January 2015.  

Later that year, the Texas Legislature allocated $25 million for the second phase of structural repairs, which in-

cluded the steering gear room, D-13 trimming tank, rear emergency diesel generator room, dynamo condenser 

room, and miscellaneous tanks, trunks and storerooms. This phase of repair work was completed in September 

2018. 

With both phases complete, majority of the most deteriorated structural elements of Battleship Texas behind the 

boiler rooms have been addressed. The only remaining critical structural repairs will be the framing beneath the 

boiler rooms. Neither of the structural repair projects, however, have addressed the fragile state of the ship’s hull. 

Permanent repairs to the hull can only be accomplished with the ship out of water in a permanent dry berth. 

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department works cooperatively with the San Jacinto Historical Advisory Board, Battleship Texas Foundation 

and San Jacinto Museum of History Association, to manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of this important site.  Those col-

lective efforts are showcased in these pages for the benefit of our devoted constituents – enjoy your newsletter – and thanks for your support! 

Crowd gathers early Saturday morning on the gangway of the TEXAS  L-R: Darwin Harris, (son) Ron, Andy Smith, (cowboy hat) Lance & Shanda Perkins  
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The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) is 

adding more than 23-acres to the San Jacinto Battleground 

State Historic Site bordering on the Houston Ship Chan-

nel. 

 

The acquisition and donation from the San Jacinto Battle-

ground Conservancy (SJBC) is the latest in a series of res-

toration and enhancement projects aimed at conserving 

the historic landscape where the Battle of San Jacinto was 

fought on April 21, 1836. 

 

 “The addition of this critical tract of land, and its rich cul-

tural and natural legacy, represents a great gift to Texans 

and the future of the San Jacinto Battleground,” says 

Carter Smith, Executive Director of TPWD. “We are 

grateful for the work of SJBC in protecting the site and for 

ensuring that current and future generations of Texans can 

continue to connect with the outdoors and the history of 

our home ground.” 

 

The SJBC acquired these tracts in 2010 and 2014 through 

the efforts of the late Jan DeVault, the SJBC’s co-founder 

and former president. 

“Our acquisition and maintenance of the tracts have made 

possible TPWD’s plans to restore the area to its 1836 ap-

pearance,” says Cecil Jones, current president of SJBC. 

“These new features will allow visitors to better experi-

ence and understand the battle, and the rare natural wild-

life habitat on the Houston Ship Channel.” 

 

The transaction includes an in-kind donation from the 

SJBC valued at more than $3.1 million, as well as a con-

servation easement with the Galveston Bay Foundation, 

ensuring the preservation of the site as part of the battle-

ground landscape. The SJBC acquired a portion of these 

properties from the estate of late Houston attorney John 

M. O’Quinn. 

 

TPWD has been working towards acquiring all remaining 

land on the San Jacinto Peninsula for more than 15 

years.  The land consists of almost 1,000 feet of water-

front on Buffalo Bayou on the Houston Ship Channel and 

represents the largest remaining acquisition in this effort. 

 

This property will provide outdoor recreation opportuni-

ties for visitors, including hiking, biking, fishing, wildlife 

viewing and outdoor education. 

 

“TPWD Adds 23 Acres to San Jacinto Battleground State Historic Site” 

story continued on page 3  

Additional 23 acres acquired by TPWD  

to add to the San Jacinto Batteground State 

Historic Site ‘s 1200 acres  
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“This critical acquisition provides a one-of-a-kind experience for park visitors to retrace the footsteps of Texas history 

as they traverse this new property, that now provides a contiguous connection to a local county park,” says Rodney 

Franklin, Director of Texas State Parks. “We are excited to preserve this significant piece of Texas and look forward 

to developing more outdoor recreation opportunities and conservation projects in the future.” 

 

The shallow water and dense woodland, as well as a sand beach and tidal marsh, offer premium habitat for a variety 

of song birds that use the forested areas of coastal Texas as a stopover resting and foraging habitat during fall and 

spring migrations.  Other wildlife found in the area include the American alligator, beavers and river otters. 

 

The new acres currently overlap with land targeted for a restoration project aimed at reclaiming about 20 acres of bat-

tleground lost to erosion. The new acquisition and the restored property will connect the current San Jacinto Battle-

ground State Historic Site to Juan Seguin Park, a Harris County park at the northern tip of the peninsula. 

 

The SJBC’s important contribution of conserving the tracts of land is indispensable. Since its inception in 2002, the 

SJBC has offered volunteers, scholars, foundations and other non-profits the opportunity to promote scholarship, ar-

cheology, land preservation and public education regarding the battle of San Jacinto. 

 

“A significant part of the SJBA’s mission is to safeguard and reclaim the San Jacinto Battleground for future genera-

tions,” says Jeff Dunn, SJBC co-founder and current member of the Board of Directors.  “In addition to land conser-

vation, the SJBC has supported native prairie seed plantings, boardwalk improvements and archeology, including a 

breakthrough archeology investigation in 2009 that discovered the Mexican surrender site.” 

 

The newly acquired land is steeped in early Texas history. The property was awarded to Arthur McCormick in 1824. 

McCormick, a native of Ireland, was one of Stephen F. Austin’s Old Three Hundred colonists.  By 1836, a road con-

necting Harrisburg with Nathaniel Lynch’s ferry, now known as the Lynchburg ferry, crosses these tracts.  The road 

became a critical escape route during the Runaway Scrape when Texans were fleeing their homes during Antonio 

López de Santa Anna’s conquest of Texas. 

 

The land was also part of the historic town of San Jacinto, established along Buffalo Bayou shortly after the 1836 bat-

tle. The town housed lumber yards, blacksmiths, docks and other businesses catering to the growing steamboat traffic 

between Galveston and Houston. It was also the site of a Confederate recruiting center and ordinance depot during the 

Civil War. 

 

For more information about the San Jacinto Battleground State Historic Site, visit the TPWD website. The SJBC web-

site can be found at http://www.friendsofsanjacinto.com/. The Galveston Bay Foundation can be reached at https://

galvbay.org/. 

Historic map of San Jacinto Battleground drawn by Henderson K. Yoakum in 

1856 to depict important aspects of the 1836 battle that won Texas Independence  

1930 aerial photograph of San Jacinto battleground 

area from the Tobin historical aerial film archive  

Present day aerial view of  

San Jacinto Battleground  

https://tpwd.texas.gov/
http://www.friendsofsanjacinto.com/
https://galvbay.org/
https://galvbay.org/
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“HMNS Educators Event” 
photos by Katelyn Shaver  & Cait Johnson  

 

Saturday, January 19th park interpreter’s Cait Johnson and Katelyn Shaver participated in the Hou-

ston Museum of Natural Science (HMNS) Educator Event. 

 

Teachers, School Administrators, Education Undergraduates and Graduate students from all over the 

Houston and surrounding areas gathered together for this yearly conference to bring awareness to the 

new educational opportunities that are available. Participants received complimentary entrance to the 

HMNS permanent exhibit halls all day, and they had the opportunity to earn three hours of CPE cred-

it. 

Museums, local organizations and educational non-profits were invited to participate in The Educator 

Event @HMNS! Participating organizations including the San Jacinto Battleground were on hand 

with interacting activities, plenty of demonstrations and fun curriculums for Houston area educators.  

Katelyn Shaver  Cait Johnson  

“January Hard Hat Tour” 
 

Despite the cold blistery winds the first Hard Hat Tour for the new 2019 

season was held aboard the Battleship TEXAS, Saturday, January 19th and 

was a huge success. A total of 51 of 60 tickets were sold for the traditional 

Hard Hat Tours, and 11 guests joined the Normandy Invasion Tour. Dona-

tions in the amount of $2209.52 were raised for the entire day. The gate 

crew consisting of Bob and Laura Lunsford, Terry McIntire, Mike Kent 

and Jim Self are entitled to huge kudos and should all get a pay raise this 

time around for dealing with the howling winds, blowing papers and hard 

hats, and numb fingers. The next Hard Hat Tour is scheduled for February 16th. If you would like to 

attend one of the most unique tours and see what is behind all those locked doors aboard the historic 

Battleship TEXAS please visit their website at http://www.firsttexasvolunteers.org. 

http://www.firsttexasvolunteers.org
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“Welcome Hebert and Byars” 
photos by Barbara Graf  

 

Please join me in welcoming the two newest members 

of the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD) 

family Mr. Jeff Hebert and Mr. William Byars. Both 

gentleman started their careers with TPWD, January 

16th as Maintenance Specialist III aboard the Battle-

ship TEXAS.  

 

First up is Jeff who is originally from Lafayette Loui-

siana but has called Deer Park, Texas home for most 

of his life. He graduated from Deer Park High School 

and went on to attend San Jacinto College where he 

earned his certificate in welding. After college he 

spent the next nine years in Construction working for 

Mega and John Brown Construction. His years of 

construction experience along with his knowledge of 

welding finally landed him a Maintenance Crew 

Leader position with the City of Deer Park where he 

spent the next twenty years until his retirement. Jeff 

has one grown son and four grandbabies along with a 

few very unusual pets to keep him company six 

chickens and one very large big mouth bass. He loves 

to fish, hunt, camp and building or creating anything 

with his woodworking skills and imagination.  

 

Second to introduce is William but he likes to be 

called Will for short. Originally from Kingwood, 

Texas where he graduated from Kingwood High 

School. He earned an Associate Degree at Lone Star 

College in Art and then spent the next four years in 

the Food Service Industry in San Marcos, Texas. He 

next went to work for Entouch for a couple years as 

an Technician for a cable company for in home and 

security internet. He also spent a year as a construc-

tion metal fabrication for small buildings with Ameri-

can Western Steel and then an apartment renovations 

for Design Constructors for another three years. Will 

has been married to his lovely bride Julia for four 

years and has in baby daughter 2 ½ Charlotte. He 

adopted to Texas mutts Hank and Sweet Pea and like 

Jeff he is another one who loves unusual pets with 

twelve chickens and a fish. He loves to hunt, and his 

passion is constructing outdoor furniture and working 

with hand power tools. Welcome aboard Jeff and 

Will!  

Jeff Hebert  

Will Byars 
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“Passing of Mr. Reeves” 
photo courtesy of the Reeves Family  

 

It is with sad heart that we announce the passing of Mr. Louis Victor Reeves Jr.  who 

passed December 26th at the young age of 91. A private family burial was held Wednes-

day, January 9th at Habermehl Cemetery at the San Jacinto Battleground. Although the 

cemetery is located within the State Park it still remains a private burial site for family 

members. The Brashear family sold land to Conrad Habermehl in 1860 (Deed Records, 

vol. w, p. 567). The Habermehls built a two-story home on their property, close to the 

location of the present day monument. The group of trees about two hundred yards to 

the northwest of the monument still surrounds the graves of the Habermehl kin and 

friends. Near the graves there was once a stable and dairy shed. The State of Texas con-

demned the Habermehl land so it could be part of the State Park. 

Born February 28, 1927 to Louis Victor Reeves Sr. of Lynchburg Texas and Lilly May 

Hinch Reeves of El Campo, Texas. He is preceded in death by his father, mother, & two Sisters. Vivian Reeves Pin-

son of Livingston, Texas and Frances Fay Shuttlesworth of Pasadena, Texas. Ms. Shuttlesworth passed away in De-

cember 2013 at the age of 87 and she too is buried at Habermehl Cemetery. He is survived by his loving wife Es-

peranza H. Reeves of Houston, Texas Daughter: Marie Reeves Harrington of Spring, Texas Step-Daughter: Kristina 

Johnson of Katy, Texas Step-Son: David O'Connell of Corpus Christi, Texas. 2 Grandsons, 2 Granddaughters, 1 Great

-Grandson, 2 Nephews, 2 Nieces, 2 Great Nieces, and 1 Great Nephew. 

 

He attended Franklin Elementary, Edison Middle School & Milby High School where he graduated in 1944. It was 

here that he met his first wife, Rose Marie Grimes, they were married in 1950, raised one daughter, Marie, born 

in1961 and later divorced in 1979. He worked in the Auto parts trade and joined the Harris County Sheriff's Reserves 

from 1950 until 1964, where he achieved the rank of Lieutenant. When upon graduating from the Sheriff's Academy 

in 1964 he became a full time Harris County Sheriff's Deputy. He was transferred to The Washburn Tunnel which is 

part of their jurisdiction where he achieved the rank of Captain. He retired as a Harris County Deputy in 1989. During 

this time, he met and married his second wife, Esperanza, in 1980. He loved nature, camping, traveling, and enjoying 

God's Natural Creations. He sought fairness in all! Staff here at San Jacinto wish to send our sincere condolences to 

Mr. Reeves family and friends.  

“Welcome Kay’s & Armstrong” 
photos by Cait Johnson  

 

This month we welcome back for their ninth tour as 

park host at San Jacinto David and Judy Kay and extend 

a very warm welcome for her first stint Jolene Arm-

strong. The Kay’s pulled in around mid-January and will 

only be staying one month this go around but have plans 

to be back in the fall. Judy is originally from Oklahoma 

while David is a native Texan from Pasadena. After 32 

years of teaching, Judy has taken to retirement quite 

well and enjoys hiking, gardening, and playing piano. 

David works in Instrumentation and enjoys traveling, reading and motorcycles.  

Jolene pulled in early January and plans to be here through the spring. Originally from Omaha Nebraska but has called 

Texas her home since she was ten years old. Jolene is a free-lance violinist but also taught school and worked as a vio-

lin repair person. She spends a lot of her time renovating properties and renting them out. She enjoys reading, riding 

her bike and traveling. Her goal is to eventually become a full time park host and travel the United States.  
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January Has Been Declared  

National Birth Defects Awareness Month  

Quote of the Week 

 
Andy Garcia - Andrés Arturo Gar-

cía Menéndez (April 12, 1956) A 

Cuban American actor and director, 

having appeared in success-

ful Hollywood films, including The 

Godfather Part III, The Untoucha-

bles,  Ocean's Eleven and 

its sequels. Garcia was born with a 

birth defect having been born with a 

conjoined twin who was born the size of a tennis ball on 

his shoulder. The twin was removed and the actor has a 

scar on his shoulder to this day.  

Quote: “Freedom is not negotiable”.  

This Day in Texas History 
 

Jan 3 Stephen F. Austin is arrested for trying to start a 

revolution against Mexico in 1834.  

 

Jan 7 The Humble Oil Field is discovered in 1905. 

 

Jan 8 Sarah (Bradley) Dobson (designs the first lone-

star Texas flag) is born in Kentucky in 1812. 

 

Jan 8 Edmund Davis becomes the fir st Republican 

governor of Texas in 1870. 

 

Jan 9 Anson Jones, last president of the Republic of 

Texas, commits suicide in Houston, Texas in 1858. 

 

Jan 14 Clara Driscoll writes the San Antonio Express in a 

plea to save the Alamo in 1901.  

 

Jan 16 The Texas senate votes to buy captured Mexican 

ships from the French to start a new navy in 1839. 

 

Jan 17 The Mexican Governor  gives Moses Austin 

(dad of S.F. Austin) permission to settle 300 families in 

Texas in 1821. 

 

Jan 20 James Stephen Hogg becomes the first native-

born governor in Texas in 1891. 

 

Jan 20 “Ma” Ferguson becomes Texas’ first woman gov-

ernor in 1925. 

 

Jan 21 Governor  Sam Houston submits the secession 

resolution to the legislature in 1861. 

 

Jan 25 The Republic of Texas adopts its new flag in 

1839. 

 

Jan 26 Mirabeau B. Lamar signed the Texas Education 

Act and the next day he signed the Homestead Act in 

1839.  

 

Jan 28 Millionaires, Clint Murchison, & Bedford Wynee 

franchise the NFL team “Dallas Cowboys” in 1960. 

 

Jan 31 The mockingbird is named the official bird of 

Texas in 1927. 

Upcoming Events 
 

Feb 5th     Battleship TEXAS will be closed 

 

Feb 14th   Happy Valentines Day 

 

Feb 16th   Hard Hat Tour  aboard the TEXAS 

 

Feb 24th   Iwo J ima Patr iotic Ceremony  

Picture from the Past  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuban_Americans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hollywood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Godfather_Part_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Godfather_Part_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Untouchables_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Untouchables_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ocean%27s_Eleven
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sequel
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San Jacinto State Historic Site Complex Dec 15, 2018 7:30am - 4:45PM 
Protocol: Traveling - 3.0 mile(s) Harris County - 59 Species Located 

This report is part of the Houston CBC and includes only a portion of the park near the Houston Ship Channel 

Count Bird Type Count Bird Type 

25 American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana)  2 Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula)  

5 American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos)  1 Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura)  

35 American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis)  12 Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus)  

1 American Kestrel (Falco sparverius)  5 Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis)  

35 American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos)  2 Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius)  

1 Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)  3 Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos)  

2 Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon)  3 Northern Shoveler (Spatula clypeata)  

50 Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus)  4 Orange-crowned Warbler (Oreothlypis celata)  

2 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea)  4 Osprey (Pandion haliaetus)  

2 Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata)  6 Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps)  

3 Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis)  4 Pine Warbler (Setophaga pinus)  

1 Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum)  2 Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus)  

1 Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus)  2 Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator)  

1 Common Gallinule (Gallinula galeata)  3 Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus)  

1 Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii)  3 Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)  

1 Downy Woodpecker (Dryobates pubescens)  10 Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus)  

25 Dunlin (Calidris alpina)  5 Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis)  

4 Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe)  3 Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) Columba livia 

2 Gadwall (Mareca strepera)  1 Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja)  

1 Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis)  2 Royal Tern (Thalasseus maximus)  

7 Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias)  10 Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula)  

8 Great Egret (Ardea alba)  2 Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis)  

6 Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca)  2 Snowy Egret (Egretta thula)  

3 Herring Gull (Larus argentatus)  11 Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia)      

2 Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus)  1 Swamp Sparrow (Melospiza georgiana)  

2 House Wren (Troglodytes aedon)  3 Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor)  

10 Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla)  4 Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)  

2 Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes)  25 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius)  

1 Lincoln's Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii)  25 Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata)  

1 Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea)      

“Houston CBC” 
species counts courtesy of Stennie Meadours 

 
Sponsored by the Audubon Society, Stenni Meadours with the Galveston Bay Area was out and about on December 15

th
 partici-

pating in the Houston Christmas Bird Count at San Jacinto. This year the count circle was redefined according to google maps 
with more precise measurements.  This resulted in the CBC covering only a small portion, roughly from the Houston Ship Chan-
nel to the lake shoreline. This still included diverse habitat and resulted in 59 species in this small portion of the park! 

Swamp Sparrow (Melospiza georgiana)  Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis)  Downy Woodpecker (Dryobates pubescens)  


